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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 


Health  Department, 
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PONTLLANFRAITH,  Mon. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harrold  and  Gentlemen,, 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1948,  I am  pleased  to  say  the  district  has  been  free 
from  any  epidemics  and  the  health  of  the  people  generally  good. 

The  birth  rate  of  21.02  and  the  death  rate  of  10.9  are  both 
lower  than  last  year’s,  which  were  23.7  and  11.2  respectively, 
while  the  rates  for  the  County  were  19.2  and  11.1. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  belonging  to  the  district  was  39.8 
compared  with  43.7  in  the  County. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  were  10,  while  in  the 
previous  year  there  were  14.  Deaths  from  pneumoconiosis  num- 
bered 5,  as  in  1947. 

24  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  reported,  with  4 deaths,  while 
in  1947  there  were  14  cases  with  7 deaths. 

From  notifiable  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  there  were  no 
deaths.  29  cases  of  measles,  6 of  scarlet  fever  and  4 of  diphtheria 
were  reported— none  in  the  last  category  had  been  immunised. 
It  is  estimated  that  92%  of  the  population  under  15  years  have 
been  immunised.  9 cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified — I am 
of  the  opinion  that  not  enough  attention  is  paid  to  such  cases  in 
bringing  them  to  the  notice  of  the  authority,  and  it  is  a pity  that 
innoculation  for  whooping  cough  is  not  given  together  with  that 
for  diphtheria. 

Here  I would  draw  your  attention  to  the  great  difficulty  in 
securing  early  consultation  at  the  Out-patients  Department  of 
Hospitals — some  patients  having  to  wait  many  weeks  before  being 
seen,  and  frequently  two  or  three  hospitals  have  to  be  contacted 
before  an  emergency  case  can  be  admitted,  while  for  the  chronic 
sick  and  the  aged  needing  care  and  attention  admission  to  hos- 
pital or  institution  is  still  more  difficult.  The  aged  sick  are  left 
to  drag  out  a weary  existence  waiting  not  for  “dead  men’s  shoes’’ 
but  for  “dead  men’s  beds’’,  while  there  are  empty  beds  in  local 
hospitals  and  hostels. 

116  houses  were  erected  and  occupied  during  1948  but  the 
need  for  houses  in  the  district  is  still  great,  and  a number  of 
houses  now  inhabited  would  be  condemned  were  other  accomoda- 
tion available. 


1 


o 

I now  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council,  Mr.  James  and  all  who  have  co-operated  in  maintain- 
ing the  health  of  the  district. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (Acres)  5,415 

Population  1948  (Registrar  General’s  Return)...  13,840 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948)  3,581 

Rateable  Value  £46,196 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £174 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

C.  G.  Mackay,  M.B. 

Full-time  Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector  : 

P.  S.  James,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Laboratory  Facilities  : 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  directed  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : 

Up  to  the  5th  July,  1948,  an  ambulance  was  provided  by 
private  contract  and  used  for  general  purposes  other  than  for 
the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  but  after  the  5th 
July,  when  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  in- 
to operation,  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  ambulances 
were  made  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  the 
Local  Health  Authority. 

Child  Welfare  : 

There  are  three  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  district— at 
Ponllanfraith,  Oakdale  and  Cwmfelinfach,  and  each  Clinic  is 
held  on  one  whole  day  in  alternate  weeks. 

Ante-natal  Clinics  : 

There  are  three  Ante-natal  Clinics  in  the  district— at  Pont- 
llanfraith,  Oakdale  and  Ynysddu,  and  these  Clinics  also  are 
held  on  one  whole  day  in  alternate  weeks. 

Hospitals  which  provide  facilities  for  the  district  : 

Tredegar  County  Infirmary — Maternity  and  Chronic  Sick. 
Powell  Duffryn  Workmen’s  Hospital,  Aberbargoed. 

Tredegar  Park  Cottage  Hospital. 

Caerphilly  District  Miners’  Hospital. 

Bedwellty  Isolation  Hospital. 

Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  Newport. 

Oakdale  Miners’  Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis  : 

There  is  one  Tuberculosis  Clinic  in  the  district  at  Ponlllart- 
fraith. 

Venereal  Diseases.  Treatment  Centres  and  Tracing  Contacts  : 

Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  main  source  of  supply  is  the  Abertillery  and  District 
Water  Board.  To  ensure  that  it  is  satisfactory  the  Engineer  to  the 
Board  has  samples  taken  at  regular  intervals. 

The  results  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

PIPE  SUPPLIES  Number  Number 

Unsatis- 
Satisfactory  factory 

1.  (a)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  raw 

water  — 

(b)  Ditto,  treated  water  8 

(c)  Chemical  analyses  — — 

(The  water  supply  to  the  district  is  not  liable  to  plumbo  sol- 

vent action) . 

2.  (a)  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains  : 


( i)  direct  to  the  houses  3478 

(ii)  by  means  of  stand-pipes  13 

(b)  Approximate  Population  supplied  from  Public  Water 
Mains  : 

( i)  direct  to  the  houses  14287 

(ii)  by  means  of  stand-pipes  53 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  action  was  taken  in  relation  to  the  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  area;  the  chief  pollution  of  the  rivers  in  these  in- 
dustrial areas  is,  of  course,  the  coal  dust,  and  this  is  common  in 
the  areas  through  which  the  rivers  run. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  district  is  well  served  with  efficient  sewers  and  practically 
all  houses  in  the  built-up  areas  are  provided  with  water  closets, 
there  remains,  however,  a few  outlying  portions  of  the  area  and 
houses  on  the  hilltops  which  are  not  within  reasonable  distance  of 
the  sewers,  and  these  are  provided  with  pail  closets. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  usual  three  day  collection  of  house  refuse  was  carried 
out,  and  the  disposal  is  a centralized  system  which  is  satisfactorily 
operated. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  YEAR 


(a)  Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  732 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served — Informal  19(5 

Statutory  24 

SHOPS 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made  a survey  of  all 
shops  in  the  area  in  compliance  with  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and 
reports  that  nearly  all  of  them  were  satisfactory.  Where  they  were 
not  in  all  respects  satisfactory  letters  were  sent  to  the  occupiers  and 
the  matters  were  immediately  remedied. 

SCHOOLS 

The  schools  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  a plentiful  and 
good  water  supply  direct  from  the  mains  of  the  Abertillery  and 
District  Water  Board. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  schools  themselves  are  of 
modern  construction.  Periodical  inspections  are  carried  out  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a fairly  high  standard  of  cleanliness 
and  order  is  maintained. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

Extensive  facilities  are  provided  for  sunbathing  and  games 
and  for  juvenile  instruction  in  swimming.  The  schools  made  every 
use  of  the  last  facility  during  the  past  year.  The  total  number  of 
attendances  of  pupils  who  received  such  instruction  was  1,395  and 
a large  number  acquired  a Certificate  of  Proficiency. 

The  total  number  of  bathers  and  spectators  were  as  follows  : 


Bathers  (adults)  4115 

Bathers  (juvenile)  including  school  classes  12234 

Spectators  (adults)  2044 

Spectators  (juvenile)  1638 

MORTUARY 


Twenty-one  bodies  were  taken  to  your  Mortuary  during  the 
year.  The  Pathologists  and  Doctors  who  have  th-e  use  of  the  Mor- 
tuary are  highly  pleased  with  the  facilities  provided. 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  375 

1.  (b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  560 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  230 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 


notice  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  10b 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  24 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  by  owners  24 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners...  Nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 


suance of  Demolition  Orders  1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936— OVERCROWDING 


In  spite  of  the  construction  of  a number  of  new  houses  the 
position  with  regard  to  overcrowding  in  the  district  is  still  very 
acute  and  there  is  a large  number  of  houses  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family. 

INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  : 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  visited  the  Dairies,  Milkshops  and 
Cowsheds  within  the  area  during  the  year  and  special  effort 
was  made  to  take  samples  of  milk  from  all  producers  and 
retailers  in  the  district  for  the  purposre  of  bacteriological  ex- 
amination at  the  County  Laboratory. 

(b)  Foodstuffs  : 

Visits  were  made  frequently  to  the  shops,  bakehouses  and 
other  premises  where  foodstuffs  are  prepared  for  sale. 

Vans  and  carts  used  for  the  hawking  of  foodstuffs  were  care- 
fully watched  and  inspected  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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(c)  Adulteration  : 

The  Council  is  not  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Food  : 

All  examinations  under  this  heading  are  carried  out  by  the 

Laboratory  of  the  County  Council. 

(e)  Nutrition  : 

No  special  work  has  been  carried  out  by  your  Health  Depart- 
ment under  this  heading. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  necessitated 
removal  to  hospital  can  be  seen  in  the  prepared  table.  “Notifi- 
able Diseases.’’  Very  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing admission  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals. 

When  notification  of  an  infectious  disease  was  received  and 
enquiries  revealed  that  there  were  schoolchildren  in  the  house,  in- 
timation was  always  sent  to  the  Head  teachers  of  the  respective 
schools. 

Up  to  the  5th  July  a supply  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  and 
Streptocide  for  puerperal  cases  was  kept  at.  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  the  Council  Offices,  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the 
district  made  full  use  of  this  provision.  After  the  5th  July  how- 
ever, Medical  Practitioners  were  able  to  obtain  supplies  direct 
from  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harrold  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  GORDON  MACKAY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


(other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Hospital 


Disease 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

Scarlet  Fever  

Total 

2 

6 

4 

Cases 

3 

4 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Pneumonia  

1 

l 

3 

1 

— 

0 

— 

— 

Measles  

20 

— 

— 

Not  one  of  the  four  Diphtheria  cases  had  been  immunised 
and  they  were  all  removed  to  hospital,  lhree  of  the  cases  occurred 


in  one  family. 
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(a)  Prevention  of  Blindness.  No  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  local  authority  under  Section  17b  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

(b)  Tuberculosis.  No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  local 
authority  under  either  of  the  following  : 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  192/5. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


RATIO  OF  NON -NOTIFIED  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 
TO  TOTAL  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 


Non-notified  Deaths,  2 : Notified  Deaths,  2 : Ratio,  2 : 4 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

M 

F 

M | F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

2 

— 

1 | — 

1 

— 

— 



5 

— 

1 

— 

— 





10  

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 



15  

— 

1 

1 

— 





20  

2 

3 

1 





25  

85 

1 

1 

Jr> 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  

1 

1 

l 

z 

1 

55  

— 

i 

1 

1 





65  

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

14 

1 | 2 

3 

1 

— 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  Tuberculosis  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector pays  a visit  to  the  house  to  ascertain  conditions  and  to 
see  that  the  patient  has  separate  sleeping  accommodation. 

Where  the  patients  have  died  or  been  removed  to  hospital  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  again  pays  a visit,  has  the  premises  fumigated 
and  m some  instances  walls  are  stripped  and  bedding  etc  de- 
stroyed. In  the  absence  of  a steam  disinfector  bedding  and  other 
clothes  cannot  be  treated  as  effectively  as  is  desired. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT 
DURING  1948 


Population 

Nett  Births 

Total  Births  belong- 
ing to  District 

13840 

No. 

138 

Rate 

9.9 

No. 

301 

Rate 

21.7 

Total  Births  belonging  to  the  District 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still 

Births 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

291 

21.02 

10 

.72 

8 

.57 

Nett  Deaths  register- 

Transferable  Deaths 

ed  in  the  District 

Non-Residents  regist- 

Residents  not  in 

No. 

Rate 

ered  in  the  District 

the  District 

114 

8.23 

6 

36 

Total  Deaths  belonging  to  the  District 


U nder 

1 Year 

All  Ages 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

12 

39.8 

152 

10.9 

Nett  Deaths  registered  in 

the  District  under  1 Year 

No. 

Rate 

7 

50.7 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  under  One  Year 


Causes 

Under  1 
Week 

1-4 

Wks. 

1 Mt.h.- 
12  Mths. 

Total. 

Convulsions  

— 

— 

1 

1 

Prematurity  

2 

1 

— 

3 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .. 

— 

1 

— 

Bronchitis  

— 

— 

1 

1 

Spina  Bifida  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total  

3 

2 

2 

r* 

( 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

1.  Number  of  children  (including  temporary  residents) 

who  completed  the  full  course  of  immunisation  be- 
tween 1st  January  and  31st  December,  1948  

2.  Total  estimated  number  of  children  resident  in  this 
area  who  are  considered  to  have  been  immunised  as 


at  31st  December,  1948  3023 

3.  Percentage  immunised  to  date  92.3 


Comparative  Table  showing  Cases  of  Diphtheria 
in  this  District  since  1938 


Year 

Number  Notified 

Deaths 

Hospital 

1938  ... 

51 

1 

18 

1939  ... 

42 

2 

10 

1940  ... 

32 

1 

5 

1941  ... 

18 

— 

10 

1942  ... 

10 

1 

10 

1943  .,. 

15 

— 

11 

1944  ... 

7 

— 

4 

1945  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1940  ... 

4 

— 

3 

1947  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1948  ... 

4 

— 

4 

9 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1948 

Name  of  District — Mynyddislwyn  U.D. 


0 


Nett  Deaths  of  “Residents”  at 
the  subjoining  ages,  occurring 
in  the  District 

c 

_ -4— ' 
W o 

Causes 

Under  1 Yr. 

1-2  Yrs. 

2 - 5 Yrs. 

5-15  Yrs. 

15  - 25  Yrs. 

e 

Tti 

1 

<N 

45  - 65  Yrs. 

Over  65  Yrs. 

Total  Death 
the  Distri 

All  Causes 
(Certified) 
(Uncertified) 

Meningitis  

Cancer  

5 

5 

10 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

1 

15 

16 

Heart  

Rheumatic 

3 

12 

29 

44 

Fever  

Bronchitis  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

6 

Convulsions  ..< 
Broncho 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

7 

Pneumonia  

Senile  Decay  ... 

2 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

Diabetes  

— 

1 

1 

Peritonitis  

Pernicious 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Anaemia  

Asthenia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hydronephroses 

2 

2 

Prematurity  ..., 

3 

3 

Pneumoconiosis 

3 

— 

3 

Spina  Bifida  .. 

1 

1 

1 

Angina  Pectoris 
Silico 

1 

Anthracosis 
Other  Defined 

2 

2 

Causes  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

n 

i 

13 

Total  ... 

t— 

t 

2 

1 

— 

1 

r? 

i 

27 

66 

114 

10 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  AND  SILICO  ANTHRACOSIS 
DURING  THE  YEARS  1938-1948 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Cancer  

1 

11 1 14 

9 

15 

13 

11 

15 

15 

8 

1 

14  j 10 

Silico- 

Anthracosis  .. 

- 1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

3 

4 

2 

1 

5 1 5 

DEATHS  OVER  65  YEARS  DURING  THE 
YEARS  1938-1948 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Deaths  over 
65  years  

52 

39 

61 

63 

51 1 

47  | 

61 

57 

46 

83 

69 

Total  Deaths  . 

110 

139 

137 

121 

111 

107 

127 

115 

96 

128 

114 

Percentage  

47.3 

28.1 

44.5 

52.1 

45.9 

43.9 

43.2 

49.5 

47.9 

64.8 

60.5 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  1938—1948 


Disease 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

30 

9 

18 

16 

15 

3 

9 

9 

3 

13 

6 

Diphtheria  

51 

44 

32 

18 

10 

15 

7 

1 

3 

2 

4 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  

3 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

3 

8 

5 

9 

12 

12 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Erysipelas  

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever  

1 

15 

15 

11 

3 

— 

1 

1 







Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 







Whooping 

( ough  

— 

2 

8 

12 

9 

11 

12 

9 

13 

•2 

9 

Measles  

— 

— 

196 

51 

3 

318 

41 

100 

— 

179 

29 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE 
YEARS  1938-1948 

Nett  Deaths  at  Stated  Causes  at  ages  under  One  Year 


0 


Disease 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Convulsions  

2 

6 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis. 

— 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 

Meningitis  

Broncho 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

7 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

— 

Bronchitis  

1 

— 

1 

1 

Prematurity  . . . 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

6 

5 

8 

2 

3 

Asthenia  

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Measles  

Spina  Bifida  ... 

1 

1 

Marasmus  

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelactasis  

1 

Ritter’s  Disease 

— 

1 

Hyperpyrexia  . . 

— 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

2 

1 

12 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  from  1938  — 1948 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

* 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
PONTLLANFRAITH,  Mon. 

Mr.  Chairman,  MrS.  Harrold  and  Gentlemen, 

I am  again  privileged  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  -end- 
ing 31st  December,  1048, 

NOTICES  SERVED 


Informal  230 

Statutory  24 

Inspections  made  732 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

All  food  animals  were  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir,  Maesy- 
cwmmer,  but  inspections  of  Meat  Purveyors’  Shops  were  carried 
out  with  the  same  care  as  in  the  past. 

Full  advantage  was  again  taken  by  persons  to  rear  pigs  on 
cottage  premises  and  smallholdings,  and  a large  number  of  pigs 
were  killed  th-ereon  after  due  notice  of  intended  slaughter  was 
given. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

Most  of  the  farmers  in  this  district  are  producer-retailers  of 
milk.  A number  of  them  sell  untreated  milk  direct  to  the  con- 
sumers, but  the  majority  now  also  sell  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin 
Tested  Pasteurised  milk. 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  Laboratory  samples 
of  milk  wer-s  submitted  for  bacteriological,  methylene  blue  and 
phosphatase  tests.  The  samples  were  taken  from  pails,  churns 
and  bottles,  at  farm  premises,  in  the  streets  and  at  schools.  Most 
of  the  results  were  satisfactory,  but  where  the  standard  was  below 
normal  samples  were  again  taken,  and  these,  in  most  cases,  show- 
ed a great  improvement.  All  tests  for  tuberculosis  proved  nega- 
tive. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS 


Number  of  Cowsheds  on  Register  51 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  on  Register  34 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  on  Register  ...  21 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  98 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936 

The  following  Supplementary  Milk  Licences  were  issued 


during  the  year  : — 

Supplementary  licence  for  sale  of  Pasteurised 

Milk  22 

Supplementary  licence  for  sale  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  8 


ICE  CREAM 

Number  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manu- 
factured, stored  or  sold  19 

These  premises  were  regularly  inspected  but  no  samples  were 
taken  as  there  were  no  facilities  at  the  County  Laboratory  for 
examination. 

UNSOUND  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  following  articles  were  condemned  during  the  year  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


If  lbs.  Veal  Loaf 

2 

tins  Beans 

6 lbs.  Argentine  Brawn 

13 

tins  Mixed  Spice 

8 lbs.  Pork  Brawn 

7 

tins  Cinnamon 

8 lbs.  Tinned  Pork 

2 

tins  Bournville  Cocoa 

14  lbs.  English  Beef 

2 

tins  Pearks  Coffee 

174  lbs.  Bacon 

5 

bottles  Pickles 

1|  stone  Hake 

1 

bottle  Pickle  Onions 

1 stone  Megs 

49 

bottles  Sauce 

3 lbs.  Codfish 

3 

tins  Vegetables 

123  lbs.  Butter 

4 

tins  Orange  Juice 

11 J lbs.  Cheese 

1 

Viola  Caramel  Cake 

1 tin  Salmon 

2 

lbs.  Jam 

1 tin  Crab  Paste 

1 

bottle  Marmite 

1 tin  Beetroot 

2 

lbs.  Figs 

1 tin  Tomato  Juice 

15 

lbs.  Prunes 

2 bottles  Pickled  Cabbage 

3 

lbs  Dried  Fruit 

10  Packets  Bisto 

18 

boxes  Tunis  Dates 

1 tin  Carrots 

17 

lbs.  Soya  Flour 

4 tins  Bacon 

28 

lbs.  Balance  Meal 

2 tins  Sardines 

20 

lbs.  Pearl  Barley 

1 tin  Sausages 

10 

lbs.  Rolled  Oats 

4 tins  Grapefruit  Juice 

6 

lbs.  Kardov  Flour 

1 tin  Marmalade 

2 

Pkts.  Spillers  Plain  Flour 

1 tin  Syrup 

1 

bottle  Gravy  Browning 

5 tins  Benedict  Peas 

2 

lbs.  Oatmeal 

1 tin  Fruit  Cocktail 
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FISH  FRYING  PREMISES 

The  premises  which  come  under  the  above  heading  were  visit- 
ed regularly,  and  in  one  instance  only  was  it  found  necessary  to 
serve  an  informal  notice. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the 


year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  6 

Diphtheria  4 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  24 


CINEMAS 

Number  of  Cinemas  in  the  area 


Inspections  made  5 

Notices  Served  Nil 


HOUSING 

There  is  still  a large  number  of  overcrowded  houses  and 
houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family  in  the  area. 

Owing  to  the  high  costs  of  labour  and  building  materials  small 
private  owners  of  house  property  are  finding  it  increasingly  diffi- 
cult to  keep  their  property  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair,  and 
thus  there  is  a lowering  of  the  standard  of  house  property  taking 
place.  This,  however,  may  be  retarded  considerably  if  owners 
and  owner  occupiers  would  now  take  advantage  of  the  facilities 
given  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

No  difficulties  arose  with  reference  to  persons  erecting  tents, 
vans  or  sheds  in  the  district,  but  a number  of  vandwellers  on 
their  way  to  the  Hop  fields  stayed  for  short  periods  at  unsuit- 
able places  in  the  district.  However,  I am  glad  to  report  that 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Police  these  stays  are  becoming  more  in- 
frequent. 

There  were  a number  of  Army  Huts  occupied  by  squatters, 
but  these  huts  have  now  been  demolished  and  the  squatters  re- 
housed by  the  Council. 

INCREASE  OF  RENTS  AND  MORTGAGE 
(INTEREST)  RESTRICTION  ACTS 

One  application  was  made  for  a certificate  under  the  above 
Acts  during  the  year.  The  usual  deduction  was  taken  out  of  the 
net  rent,  and  the  Certificate  was  withdrawn  on  completion  of  the 
repairs. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BUGS 

Council  Houses  infested  6 

Council  Houses  disinfested  6 

Other  houses  infested  4 

Other  houses  disinfested  4 

The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed- 
bugs is  stripping,  spraying  and  fumigation.  To  assist  private 
householders  sprays  and  tins  of  fluid  were  provided  by  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Disinfestation  is  sometimes  carried  out  in  Council  houses  by 
direct  labour  but  in  other  cases  this  work  is  undertaken  by  the 
occupiers. 

COLLIERY  SPOILBANKS  (TIPS)  LIABLE  TO 
SPONTANEOUS  COMBUSTION 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  district  the  Colliery?  Management 
is  maintaining  a water  spraying  system  at  the  colliery  tipper  in 
order  to  prevent  unnecessary  dust  arising  from  the  colliery  spoil- 
banks.  They  are  also  making  a concentrated  effort  to  reduce  the 
emission  of  dust  and  grit  from  the  boiler  stacks. 

In  the  southern  part  of  the  district  the  Colliery  Management 
is  endeavouring  to  install  electrical  machinery  and  thus  reduce  the 
emission  of  dust,  etc.,  from  the  boiler  stacks,  and  are  also  main- 
taining a water  spraying  system  on  the  colliery  spoilbanks. 

The  Council  considered  the  installation  of  deposit  gauges  to 
determine  the  extent  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  district,  but 
decided  that  the  project  would  be  too  costly,  and  this  matt 
has,  therefore,  been  set  aside. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  S.R.  Sc  A.,  1943 

The  refuse  tip,  salvage  stores  and  other  properties  were  visit 
•md  nrooerlv  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operative,  with  good  results. 
With  temporary  assistance  the  5th  and  6th  Maintenance  Treat- 
ments of  foul  aid  surface  sewers  were  earned  out  during  the  year, 

and  below  I give  a report  of  these  Treatments. 

5th  Treatment  6th  Treatment 

No.  of  manholes  in  foul  and  con-  g2o 

• i Q90  920 

No.  of  manholes  baited  

No.  of  manholes  showing  prebait 

takes  

No.  of  manholes  showing  complete  ^ ^il 

prebait  takes  ■■■■■ 

Schemes  of  baiting  used  (e.g.  con- 
secutive days  or  1st,  2nd  old  Consecudve  Consecutive 

and  5th  days;  

18 
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The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  work  jointly  with 
the  local  authorities  for  the  destruction  of  all  vermin  and  pests, 
and  apprecation  is  due  to  Mr.  Cunningham,  Infestation  Officer, 
for  his  co-operation  in  this  work. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 


Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power  . 

31 





Factories  without 
mechanical  power 

15 

2 

_ 

Other  premises  

8 

— 

— 

DEFECTS  FOUND 


Particulars 

Numbe 

fl 

P 

O 

Ph 

r of  De 

.to 

a) 

a 

<D 

Ch 

Referred 
to  H.M.  cr 
Inspector 

No.  of  De- 
fects in  re- 
spect of 
which  pros- 
ecutions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

1 

1 

Overcrowding  

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature... 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  

— 

— 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 





Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Insufficient  





Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1 

1 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 



Total  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harrold  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PERCY  S.  JAMES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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